Assistive Technology Advisory Council Meeting

November 21, 2019 
                                             Draft Minutes
Members Present:  Joann Willis Lindholm, Chair; Kelvin Harris, Vice Chair; Peggy Fields, Secretary; Christy Crowther; Daniel Irwin; Bill Mann; Eric Raff; Melissa Oliver; Sarah Pruett; Scott Pruett
Members Present by Conference Call:  None
Guests: 

Robin Ramsey, Director, F.R.E.E.
Laura Alexander, Board Chair, CATS

Kathryn Hayfield, Commissioner, DARS
Dale Batten; Director, DRS, DARS
Thomas Rybak, Rehabilitation Engineer, DARS
John Allen, Lead AT Specialist, DARS
Pat Burns, AT Specialist, DARS
Brian Burkhardt, Clinical Rehabilitation Engineer

                            McGuire V.A. Medical Center

Staff Present:

Barclay Shepard, Manager, VATS 

Elin Glass, VATS

Sonja Schaible, VATS

Emily McKeough, VATS

Paula Martin, VATS
Interpreters Elizabeth Leitch and Katherine Malady
Call to Order:

Joann Lindholm, Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  
Ms. Lindholm stated that this meeting was focused on “AT for Work”.
Approval of Minutes:

The May 16, 2019, minutes were approved as written.                          
Public Comment:  
There were no comments from the public.

Old Business:   
No report

New Business:  
VATS Program Updates: 

Mr. Shepard provided the following general program updates: 
· Reported on meeting with a representative from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD).  Discussion ensued regarding DHCD’s need to increase applications for the Virginia Livable Homes Tax Credit especially in the Hampton Roads and Southwest.

· Reported that VATS staff have had several meetings with representatives from Virginia’s No Wrong Door (NWD) initiative.  Presented a brief overview of NWD. Discussed the mutually beneficial partnership.   
· Discussed VATS FY 19 Annual Progress Report and due dates for submission.

· Discussed VATS potentially sponsoring a collaborative project with DARS to pilot sensory waiting areas in the lobby area of several DARS field offices. 

· Reviewed the ATIA Webinar Discount Code for ATAC members and data collection partners.
· Discussed a good webinar on wearables for workplace accommodations provided by the Job Accommodation Network on August 13, 2019.  
Sonja Schaible did not include a full report on reuse and AT & Aging activities due to time constraints.  

Emily McKeough did not include a full report on AT demonstration and loan activities due to time constraints.

Paula Martin provided an overview of activities to include:

· Provided an update on Career Pathways for Persons with Disabilities (CPID) initiatives to include academies, AT equipment and success stories.   
Presentation: Successful Outcomes with 3D Printing at the McGuire V.A. Medical Center:
Melissa Oliver, AT Program Director, and Brian Burkhardt, Clinical Rehabilitation Engineer, provided a presentation using PowerPoint.  The presentation included: 
· Overview the Central Virginia VA healthcare system Assistive Technology Program.
· Description of the Clinical Rehabilitation Engineering Program.
· Overview of 3D Printing.
· Clinical applications of 3D printing.
· 3D printing in telehealth service.
· Case studies.
· Displayed and reviewed 3D printed materials/projects.
· The future of 3D printing.
· Interagency collaboration.
Presentation: Work it, Assistive Technology for Employment:

Pat Burns, AT Specialist, VATS, DRS, DARS, provided a presentation using PowerPoint.  The presentation included: 
· How DRS is addressing the sensory needs of clients to improve focus and performance in training programs and on the job.
· The role of the Occupational Therapist and Rehabilitation Engineer.
· Overview of the DARS Rehabilitation Technology Services.
· Overview of AT devices used by staff.
· Successful outcomes / case studies.
Working Lunch: Cool Tools that Everyone Should Know About / Bring Your Own AT

Several members discussed and or demonstrated new and emerging technologies to share with the group.  Examples include:
· Omni Reader

· Amazon Alexa earbuds

· Wearable rings to prevent contractures

· Switches for gaming (Xbox)

· New JAWS home subscription service ($90/year)

· Portable digital magnifier

· Low tech gravity hook vs a standard reacher
VATS Contractor Updates 
Robin Ramsey from the Foundation for Rehabilitation Equipment & Endowment (F.R.E.E.) provided a program update to include updates from full-service reuse sites.  Highlights included: 

· Discussed new partnerships with several para medicine groups, free clinics, homeless organizations and street ministries. 

· Reported that F.R.E.E. has served 2,314 individuals with 3,768 pieces of equipment this calendar year gifting approximately $81,000 in equipment monthly.

· Collaboration efforts with VATS and the Virginia Department for Emergency Management to meet the needs of individuals during natural disasters.

· New and proposed loan closet expansion to include the southwest.

· Discussed upcoming information and marketing events (Call 12-Richmond).
· Ms. Ramsey noted the significant increase in services, reported outcome’s data, staffing changes, new partnerships, and F.R.E.E.’s marketing efforts.  Ms. Ramsey discussed efforts to partner with Goodwill Industries-Central Virginia for durable medical equipment (DME) storage for disaster relief efforts.  
Laura Alexander from Children’s Assistive Technology Service (CATS) provided an update on CATS to include the following:

· CATS celebrating 5 years of providing pediatric medical equipment.
· Rapid growth and high demand for services (seeing over 100 individuals per month).
· Reported gifting more than $3.5million in equipment.

· Expansion efforts into the southwest (Marion, Va.).
· Exploring service fees for transporting equipment.

· Discussed two successful fundraisers: “Hallow Wheels” and “RV Gives” 

ATAC Member Updates:

Several ATAC members reported updates from their organizations or constituent groups.  Below is a list of some of those reports that were significant to ATAC: 

· Daniel Irwin reported the development of AT teams in half of the schools across the state; discussed a virtual technology conference; Discussed looking into telehealth services to address communication needs; proposed grant funding from the General Assembly to support individuals with autism.
· Peggy Fields reported on accessibility concerns with emergency alerts on television; discussed programs at the Science Museum of Virginia to include “Minds of All Kinds”.
· Joann Lindholm discussed 3D printing services at libraries and community colleges.
· Christy Crowther reported that the Assistive Technology Loan Fund Authority has been in operation since 1995 and that currently, they have $2million in direct loans.
Next ATAC Meeting:
The next ATAC Meeting:
· Thursday, May 21, 2019 (10:00am-2:30pm)  
*Meetings will be held at the DARS Central Office, 8004 Franklin Farms Drive, Richmond, VA. 23229
Adjournment:   
A motion was made to adjourn and unanimously approved.   The meeting adjourned at 2:30pm
